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COVID –19 is the number one 

thing on everyone’s mind lately. 

The whole world has been 

brought to a screeching halt by 

this global pandemic.  

This virus has hit close to home 

for us, as people in our local 

communities have even tested 

positive.  CASA by the Lakes 

postponed our annual Superhe-

ro Gala fundraiser to a later 

date. The CASA staff is now 

working from home and family 

court has postponed hearings 

due to the virus. 

Social distancing is being im-

plemented around the nation 

and these guidelines and rec-

ommendations are affecting 

the children in our communi-

ties. Children are unable to go 

to school and must be taught 

from home. They cannot social-

ize with their peers in-person 

and they are spending much 

more time at home. 

As for the parents of these chil-

dren, they are experiencing new 

challenges and stresses. Uncer-

tainty, social isolation, job loss, 

reduction in wages, and poten-

tially inadequate food and shel-

ter are struggles that some par-

ents are facing during this time. 

Child abuse and neglect will not 

disappear during this pandem-

ic. Children who were already 

in abusive or neglectful situa-

tions before COVID-19 struck 

are now likely with their abus-

ers even more. 

CASA by the Lakes is still work-

ing hard to ensure the children 

in our communities will have 

someone in their corner during 

this time. CASA volunteers are 

visiting their CASA kids through 

phone calls or video calls and 

are working to make sure their 

safety and needs are being met. 

CASA by the Lakes is still here 

and so are the children who 

need us most. Thank you for 

your support during these un-

certain times. 
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CASA Moment: One Child’s Hero Superhero Spotlight 
In this Superhero spotlight, CASA would like to 

recognize Chris Biggers! Chris is the newest mem-

ber of the CASA by the Lakes family and staff. 

Chris took on the role as one of our Advocate Co-

ordinators and has been doing a phenomenal job!  

Chris graduated from Murray State University 

with a Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice and 

Physical Education. He is a native Kentuckian 

who was born and raised in Graves County. Chris 

retired from the Department of Juvenile Justice 

(DJJ) after working there for over 28 years. When 

he is not working, Chris likes to attend church 

events, watch sports on television and attend 

sporting events.  

Bringing his knowledge and experience from 

working at DJJ, Chris offers CASA volunteers 

years of experience in working with children. We 

are blessed to have Chris as a member of our team 

and are forever grateful for the work that he does! 

Important Superhero Gala Update!!! 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we 

must unfortunately postpone the 

Friends of CASA Superhero Gala 

for the safety of those in our 

community. 

We will be rescheduling the event 

for a later date. For more infor-

mation and to stay up to date on 

all things CASA, follow our social 

media accounts and our website!!! 

 

Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/

CASAByTheLakes 

 

Instagram 

https://www.instagram.com/

casabythelakes 

 

Website 

casabythelakes.org  



CASA Moment: One Child’s Hero 
The following poem was written by a CASA volunteer:  

I really didn’t understand why I stood before a judge and why people I 

did not know talked about things that were difficult and painful to hear. 

I was embarrassed,  intimidated, humiliated and afraid.   

I didn’t understand why I felt unloved, unwanted or unworthy. It was 

too painful to confront the reasons why I cried myself to sleep most 

nights.  There seemed to be no one I could trust or tell. I wondered if 

anyone really did care.  

There’s a lot I didn’t understand, and still I ponder a lot of “whys” and 

“what ifs”.  I now know that many of my questions may never be an-

swered. Perhaps  I’ll never know. And maybe it’s better this way.  

But this I do know: I now go to bed each night with a happy heart. I am 

no longer afraid to close my eyes in sleep. I am safe and I am loved. 

And I dare to dream of a happy future.  

The adult I shall become remains to be seen. You may never read my 

name in print, see my face on television, or read a book I’ve written. 

But you can be assured of this: You came into my life when I had no 

hope or dreams for anything more than what I was enduring at the 

time. You helped to change my future.  

What I am today, whatever I shall become - you will always be a part of 

me--because you cared enough to get involved in my life! Thank you my 

CASA - my hero!  

CASA at a Glance 

Check out these numbers 

from last year! 

 

Children Served  

193 
Volunteer Hours 

1314 

And 2020 is off to a strong 

start! 

Active Volunteers 

48 
Children Served  

100 
Contact During COVID 

Email us! 

Executive Director 

casaprmurray@gmail.com 

Advocate Coordinators 

casafundmurray@gmail.com 

cbiggers.casa@gmail.com 

Program Assistant 

Jpage.casa@gmail.com 

New Year, New Faces 

Since the new year has 

started, we have had a 

strong growth in the num-

ber of new volunteers as 

well as some new faces on 

our Board of Directors! 

Thank you to all of our new 

board members and volun-

teers who are helping to  

change a child’s story! 

Top Photo: Bailey Crossley, 

Joseph Taylor, Judith Ken-

dall, Board Member Ashley 

Ellis, and Jennifer Hol-

comb 

Bottom Photo: Laura Brew-

erton, Angela Klein, Board 

Member Charde’ Hudspeth, 

and Deborah Knight 


